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Proceeding eastward in the European plain, agriculture differs from
that of the North Sea region in being less diversified or less intensive.
In northern Germany the poor soil and shorter growing season restrict
the number of crops that can be raised. Such grains as barley and rye,
and such root crops as potatoes and sugar beets, assume major im-
portance. Animals also become relatively more important, and the
amount of waste land is much greater. Going farther east into Poland,
crops become even less diversified. By far the largest acreage is given
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to rye, although barley, oats, wheat, sugar beets, potatoes and flax are
grown in some quantities, In the new Baltic States the same crops are
raised, although wheat declines in importance. Here and in Finland
there is a tendency to give increasing attention to the raising of animals,
and dairying is on a rapid increase. In Russia the restrictive influences
of climate and soil, combined with the retarded human development,
lead to the dominance of one-crop agriculture. In the north are to be
found the same types of crops as in the new Baltic States, while in
the south grains dominate, wheat being the most characteristic crop.
South of the cultivated regions extensive grazing is carried on, and this
leads, in some sections, to a nomadic type of existence. Thus, as the